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During an August 11 press conference at the Pentagon, Defense Secretary Caspar Weinberger
said the peace plan elaborated by the Central American presidents was a positive step, but that
"certain problems" remained which prevent full US support of the accord. His remarks to reporters
at that time were his first comments on the accord since it was signed in Guatemala on August
7. Weinberger insisted all concerned parties must first recognize that "in Sandinista Nicaragua,
democracy does not exist," and that as a result, it must be brought about. He said that major
problems with the peace plan are that it does not establish a requirement for the Soviets to abandon
Nicaragua; fails to establish specific deadlines for direct elections and democratic reforms; and, fails
to provide assurance for "maintaining the contras...in operation as a military force." In reference to
the latter, Weinberger reiterated the Reagan administration line that any plan to end the conflict in
Nicaragua must offer "sufficient guarantees of support" toward the maintenance of the contras as a
military force capable of forcing the Sandinistas to comply with the terms of the accord. Weinberger
was the first cabinet member to openly criticize the Guatemala Plan the day after the White House
admitted the existence of profound divisions within the administration over the plan. The Secretary
said the contras cannot be left adrift without US aid, because such action would imply a serious
danger, i.e., Nicaraguan subversion against its Central American neighbors. Next, Weinberger said
that if Washington permits the collapse of the contras as a ground fighting force, both will lose their
bargaining power vis-a-vis the government in Managua and will leave the Sandinistas free to do
what they have done in the past, that is, failing to fulfill promises. Weinberger complained about
what he called the "absence of simultaneity" in the application of accord provisions. Of particular
concern to the Secretary was the lack of specific provisions requiring the Soviets to leave Nicaragua
at the same time that the US would terminate contra aid. (Basic data from EXCELSIOR, 08/12/87)
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